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CAL TestBuilder is the online tool that brings the Alaska Computerized Formative Assessment (ACFA) 

program to all Alaskan schools. ACFA items are linked to specific Alaska content standards and grade 

level expectations (GLEs). The system is intended to provide feedback that can be used  to adapt 

teaching and learning to meet student needs.  ACFA tests in reading and mathematics are alrea dy 

assembled and available for immediate use.  

 

Reading  

Six item sets related to passages are available. Items related to a passage measure specific Alaska 

reading GLEs. The number and type of reading GLEs linked to any one item set vary across passage 

tes ts. Passage tests have been grouped into item sets to provide a sense of student performance in 

the content strand areas: word identification, general understanding, and content and structure.  

 

Strand Level Reading Reports. Existing Form A and B passages and test items have been  

separately combined into single test forms to  allow reporting on items grouped by the different 

Alaska reading str ands. These longer tests are  available for administration as an option for teachers 

who want feedback on student perf ormance specific to Alaska reading strands.  

 

Mathematics  

Test items are grouped into one of six content strand areas: numeration, measurement, 

estimation/computation, functions/relationships, geometry, and statistics/probability. With a few 

exceptions, th ere are two tests assembled for each content strand area at each grade level. 

Teachers have ability to create tests from the pool of items added beginning in fall, 2009.
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Types of Accounts for CAL TestBuilder  

 

There are several types of accounts in CAL TestBuilder. Each type has spec ific functions and 

privileges.   

District Administrator accounts  

 Å Create other district level accounts  

Å Manage Building Administrat or  accounts (view pre -built administrator accounts, create 

additional accounts, and reset user names and passwords of Building Administrator 

accounts)  

Å Access student testing reports  

 
Note: District Administrator accounts for  each district  have already bee n created.   

Building Administrator a ccounts:  

 Å Creat e other building level accounts    

 Å Manage Teacher level accounts in their buildings (create new teacher accounts, delete 

invalid account s, and reset teacher passwords)   

 Å Access student testing reports 

 

Note: Building Administrator accounts for each school in  each  district have already been created.  

Teacher a ccounts  

 Å Select and assign an existing test  

 Å Create and edit tests (mathematics only)  

 Å Access student testing reports  

 

For information about t eacher accounts and available functions  in the CAL TestBuilder , download 

the CAL TestBuilder Teacherôs Guide available  at: 

http://alaska.caltesting.org/documentation/documentation. html .  

  

 

District Administrator Account  

 
Go to 
http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html  

and enter your district usern ame and 

password. Anyone with the district usern ame  

and password information will be able to  

access CAL TestBuilder and function as a 

District Administrator for formative testing.  

 

 
 

 

http://alaska.caltesting.org/documentation/documentation.html
http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html
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Creating and Editing District Level Accounts  
 
You may create additional district level accounts to allow others to help manag e your districtôs 

building level accounts.  To create administrative a ccounts, click on ñAdministrative Accounts.ò 
 

 
 

Click ñAdd Administrative  Account.ò 
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Create a new username and password.  

 

The following standard is recommended when creati ng new accounts.  

 

Username: a code specific to the user or district (ex ï 4321), first initial, last name.  

Example: 4321euser  

 

Password: first name (user can easily change their password once they login).  

 

Click on ñCreate Userò to complete the process. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

If the usern ame you have selected is already in 

use in the state wide system , this message will 

appear.  

 

Try a different Usern ame and click ñCreate 

User.ò   

 

You can continue to add District A dministrative accounts. If you ever need to edit an acco unt or 

change a password, si mply click on the ñEditò link.  
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Creating and Editing Building Administrator Level Accounts  
  

One Building Administrator level account for each school in your district has already been created. 

You may create additional bu ilding level accounts. (You will not need to create additional building 

level accounts for schools. However, you may want to create a building level account for the district 

curriculum department, speci al education department, etc.).  

 

To create building ac counts, c lick on ñBuilding Accounts.ò 

 

 
   
                           
 
 
 
Click on ñAdd Building Account.ò   
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 Fill in all the required fields and click ñCreate User.ò 

  

   

 
  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the u sername you have selected is alrea dy 

in use in the state wide system, this message 

will appear.  

  

Try a different Usern ame and click ñCreate 

User.ò   

 

 

 

You may continue to add as many B uilding Administrator level accounts as desired. If you ever need 

to edit an account, change a usern ame, or reset a password, click on the ñEditò link.  
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Building Administrator Accounts  

 
Go to   
http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html  

and enter your usern ame and password.  

 

 

 
 
You may create additional building level accounts to help allow others to help manage your schoolôs 

formative assessment teacher accounts and testing pools.  
 

 
 
Creating and Editing Building Level Accounts  
  

To create an additional building account, click on ñBuilding Administration Accounts.ò 

 

 
 

 

Click ñAdd Administrative Account.ò 

 

 

 
  

 

 

  

http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html
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Fill in all the require d fields and click ñCreate User.ò 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the usern ame you have selected  is already 

in use in the state wide system, this mess age 

will appear.  

Try a different username and click ñCreate User.ò   

 

 

 

 

 

You may continue to  add as many Building accounts as desired. If you ever need to edit an account, 

change a usern ame, or reset a password, click on the ñEditò link.  
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Teacher  Accounts  

 

Creating Teacher Accounts  

 
To create a tea cher account click ñTeachers.ò 

 

 
 

 

  
  
Click ñAdd New Teacher.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Fill in all required field s and click  òCreate Teacher Account.ò 
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If you ever need to edit an account, change a usern ame, or reset a pass word, click on the ñEditò link. 

 

 

 
 

 

Click on ñUpdate Userò and ñReturn to Pool Management.ò 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Helpful Hints and Tips  

  

 

Before students can take a formative assessment, a teacher must assign tests to the st udents. See 

the CAL TestBuilder Te acher ôs Guide  for instruc tions. Distribute u sern ames and passwords to teachers 

along with a copy of the Teacher ôs Guide  so they can  begin the process of assigning tests to students.   

   

Preparing Computers  

Before a stude nt can take a formative assessment, the CAL software must be loaded on computers 

that will be used for testing.  Contact your technology specialist to be sure the software has been 

properly installed.  

  

All computers must have Flash software (v7r63 as a mi nimum) in order to run the CAL tutorials. You 

can upgrade to this Flash version by going to this link . 

http://www.adobe.com/shockwave/download/download.cgi?P1 _Prod_Version=ShockwaveFlash  

http://www.adobe.com/shockwave/download/download.cgi?P1_Prod_Version=ShockwaveFlash
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Reporting  

  

Teachers have access to a wide variety of reports for their students.  Reports are available to Building 

or District Administrators, as well as at the Teacher level.  See the CAL TestBuilder Teacherôs Guide 

for more information about reports.  

 

To access the results from specific test administration sessions at the teacher or classroom level, click 

on the Results button in the menu options towards the top of the screen. A drop down menu will 

provide a list of te achers who have been assigned IDôs and Passwords under the access control of the 

administrator login ID and Password. The building administrator will have access to teacher test 

administration results for teachers within the building and district administr ators will have access to 

test administration results for all buildings and teachers within the district.  
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The report will be presented for the test administration. Correct answers will be designated with a 

green ñ1ò and incorrect answers will be designated with a red letter corresponding to the answer 

chosen.  You can review the question text by choosing the number at the top of the appropriate 

column. The overall student and item scores will also be presented.  
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Reports are available in port able document format (PDF) or comma separated values (CSV) format. 

Click on the desired format to open the various reports.  

 

 

 
 
Report 1: Student scores in alphabetical order.  
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Report 2: Student scores from highest to lowest.  

 

 
 

Report 3: Student - Pr oblem Table with Modified Caution Index explained in a footnote.  

 

 

 
 
*Shown in the table are student responses when correct as "1" or the incorrect choice made (A, B, C, or D). Students are ordered 

from the highest to the lowest scorers. Test items are presented from left to right from the easiest items to the hardest item for 

the group. The modified caution index (MCI) may range from zero (0) to 99. A student low on the MCI (below 35) answered 

easier items correct and more difficult items incorrect. That is, his/her response profile across ordered items fits the pattern 

expected for that class's performance. A high MCI (above 35) may be an indication of guessing, carelessness, or 

misunderstanding some facet(s) learned by the rest of the students. A high caution index signals a student whose responses "are 

out of pattern" with expectations. Students receiving a high MCI merit attention, review, and consideration. 
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Report 4: Item Performance Summary  

 

 
  

 
Two bar graphs are shown for each item. The first (clustered) bar graph shows the number of students choosing an option. The 

most common response for that item is always in red (tallest bar). There is a blue arrowhead that indicates the correct response. 

The second (stacked) bar graph shows in sequence from bottom to top the proportional number of students choosing option A, 

B, C, D or M (missing). The A option is always in blue, B in red, C in yellow, D in orange and M in black unless the option is 

the correct answer, then it is given in green. Thus, the green area always indicates the proportional number of students 

responding to the correct choice option. 
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Report 5: Group Summary  

 

 
 

Report 6: Score Distribution  
 

 
 

Report 7: Confidence Distribution  
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Strand Level Reading Reports  

  

Beginning this  fall the reading A passage level tests as a set and the B passage level tests as a set 

will be combined into single test forms (Strand Test A and Strand Test B) for administration that will 

allow reporting on items grouped by the different Alaska reading strands. These longer tests will be 

available for administration as an option for teachers who want feedback on student performance 

specific to Alaska reading strands.   The current reading passage level tests (A1, A2, A3, B1, B2, and 

B3) will still be avai lable for administration, but should not be selected if the strand reporting level 

tests are administered as the passage content and items will overlap.  

 

 

The examples below show district level access, but apply to both district and building level accounts .  

 

Go to http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html   

and enter your username and password.   

 

After logging into TestBuilder choose ñResults.ò 

 

 
 

 

http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html
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Choose the teacher from your di strict and click ñGet Results For.ò 

 

 
 

 

The list of test administrations for both reading and mathematics will  be displayed. Choose ñresultsò 

for the correct Strand Level Reading Report.  
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The options for report presentation will be displayed. Choos e the type of  report .  
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You ca n then view the overall results for the Word Identification Skills portion of the test 

administration.   

 

 
 

You will be able to download more detailed reports in pdf or csv formats.  




