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Computerized Assessments and Learning (CAL)  TestBuilder 
Formative Testing Tool  

  
Teacherôs Guide  

 

 
  

 

CAL TestBuilder is the online tool that  brings the Alaska Computerized Formative Assessment 

(ACFA) program to all Alaska n schools. ACFA items are l inked to specific Alaska content standards 

and grade level expectations (GLEs). The system is intended to provide feedback that can be used  

to adapt teaching and learning to meet student needs.  ACFA tests in reading and mathematics are 

already assembled an d available for immediate use.  

 

Reading  

Six item sets related to passages are available. Items related to a passage measure specific Alaska 

reading GLEs. The number and type of reading GLEs linked to any one item set vary across passage 

tests ,  see Appendi x A. Passage tests have been grouped into item  sets to provide a sense of 

student performance in the content strand areas: word identification, general understanding, and 

content and structure. Reports for the passage tests show results for each item as we ll as the total 

test score.  Passage test results should be examined in relation to the groupings identified in 

Appendix A.  

 

Mathematics  

Test items are grouped into one of six content strand areas: numeration, measurement, 

estimation/computation, functions /relationships, geometry, and statistics/probability. Except as 

indicated in Appendix B, there are two tests assembled for each content strand area at each grade 

level. Appendix B identifies the number of items in each test for the mathematics strand areas .  

When two test forms exist for a grade level, content strand test, the number of items on a form are 

the same.  However, across grade level, content strand test, the number of items likely will be 

different and will range between a low of 6 items per for m and a high of 12 items per form.   

This guide provides step by step procedures to help you:  

  

 Å access the testing system ;   

 Å select and assign existing tests;  

 Å understand the process for administering the tests; and   

 Å view and interpret student resul ts.  
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The following 2 new features  will be available for Fall, 2009:   

Á Creating  Math ematics  Tests.  Teachers will be able to construct mathematics tests 

from the pool of items added during Fall , 2009.  

Á Strand Level Reading Reports .  Existing Form A and B passa ges and test items 

have been  separately combined into single test forms to  allow reporting on items 

grouped by the different Alaska reading str ands. These longer tests are  available for 

administration as an option for teachers who want feedback on student performance 

specific to Alaska reading strands.   
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Step 1: Log in  to the CAL TestBuilder Website  

 

Go to 

http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html  

and enter the username and password assigned 

to you by your building administrator.  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

You must c hange your password when logging 

into CAL TestBuilder for the first time. Click on 

ñChange Passwordò at the top right side of the 

screen.  
 

 

  

Type your desired password in both text boxes 

and click on ñChange Password.ò If you forget 

your password, contact your building 

administrator to have your password reset to the 

original password.

 

 

 

 

To browse and select an exis ting test, click on the ñExisting Test sò button at the top of the page. 

 

 
 

 

 

Step 2: Change Password  

Step 3: Select and Assign an Existing Test  

 

http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html
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You may search tests by selecting the subject and/or grade levels. Hold down the control key (PC), 

or the apple/command key (Mac) to select multiple subjects and grade levels; then click ñSearch.ò 

You can also search by keywords.  
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You have access to the list of tests that appears . From this screen,  you may preview the test, print 

the test, and/or  save a copy of the test.  Clicking on the ñadd to my testsò link places a copy of the 

test in your ñMy Testsò folder, enabling you to assign that test to your students.  

 

 
 

  

Prepare a Test for Adminis tration:  
When you are ready to administer the test to your students, click on ñnew administrationò to 

prepare a test for administration to students. You can print the test by choosing the print icon.  

 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 



©2009  Computerized Assessments and Learning                                           7 

 The following fields will appear.  

 

 

 

 

 

Administration Name : type a name for this administration. Use a description that will help you 

identify this test administration at a later date.  

 

Description : type a brief description of the test.  

 

Password : create a password for this test administratio n. The password will be used by students to 

access this test.  

 

Start Time/End Time : choose a date and time range that this test administration will be available 

for students.  

 

Subject : choose the correct subject for the test.  

 

Grade : choose the correct gra de level for the test.  

 

Provide Student Feedback : this option allows you to decide whether you want the program to 

provide feedback to the student immediately after s/he completes the test.  There are four options:  

 

 No feedback provided  

 Only number of item s responded incorrectly (feedback on total score only; no review of 

items answered incorrectly)  

 Items responded incorrectly and option to review (student makes choice on whether to 

review items answered incorrectly)  

 Items responded incorrectly and required  to review (student has no choice; items answered 

incorrectly are automatically presented for review)  
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Include Confidence Survey : this option  allows you to decide if you want students to take the 

Confidence Survey as part of the test administration. This survey asks questions about student 

confidence and comfort when taking a computer test. Students who express higher degrees of 

discomfort with computer testing can be given more time to practice on the computer.  

 

After completing all fields click ñCreate New Administration.ò 

 

The next screen that appears contains important information about the test administration.  

 

 
 

Student s logging in for the test administration will need to enter their names for username, and the 

password and session ID appearing on t he screen.  

 

You should write down the session ID and the password from this screen as both of these will 

be needed for testing. Then clic k on ñUpdate Properties.ò This session ID and password a re now 

linked to this specific formative test and are  used by the students taking  the test . The ses sion ID 

and password also allow you to see the results for students as a group. If you want to see results 

separately for different groups of students, create a separate ad ministration of the same test. This 

create s a di fferent s ession ID that will  be used for the  new group.  

 

  

Step 4: Prepare Computers for Testing  

 
Before a student can take a formative assessment, the CAL software must be loaded on computers  

that will be used for testing . The CAL software provides bot h p ractice tests and f ormative tests. 

Check with your technology specialist to be sure the correct version of CAL  software  is installed.  The 

software may  be downloaded fr om http://alaska.caltesting.org . See the  ñHelpful Hintsò section at 

the end of this document  for more details.  

   

http://alaska.caltesting.org/
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Step 5: Review CAL Tutorial and Practice Test s With Students  

 
Students need to be come  familiar with  both  the format of the assessment and the tools that are 

available  during the  test administration.  

  

There are two ways to access the CAL Tutorial.  

 

1.  Click on the Alaska Assessment icon on the computer desktop to open the ACFA home page 

and choose ñView the ACFA Tutorial.ò 

2.  Access the CAL Student Tutorial at: 

http://alaska.caltesting.org/tutorials/studentTutorials.html  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Users  have the option of viewing th e tutorial with or without audio  and are  able to choose the grade 

level and subject area for the  tutorial. Tutorials can be individually administered or shown to a n 

entire  group.  

 

 
  

http://alaska.caltesting.org/tutorials/studentTutorials.html
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Next, have students take a practice test .  

 

To begin, students will need to double click on the Alaska Assessments  icon on the desktop.  

Once the program opens, selec t ñPractice Using the ACFA Software.ò Students will be asked to select 

a subject and grade level before they begin. There are two practice tests for each subject  level and 

grade .  

 

 
 

 

Remember:  The intent of the practice tests is to familiarize  students with tools and functionality of 

the software  and the format  of the assessments. The results of any practice tests  will not be 

collected or available to teachers. Teachers may help students with questions or show them how to 

use the tools on practice test s.  Users may choose to take a Reading or Mathematics test and there  

are  two tests for each subject per grade level.  
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Students will be asked to login. The password is provided and  must  be typed in by the student.  

The username and session ID are already e ntered. Once the password is entered the student 

should click ñContinue.ò 

 

 

 
 

 

If student s are taking a reading test, they will be asked how they want to see the questions. 

Students can switch views anytime during the assessment.  
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When students finish, they can review questions before ending the text by clicking on Review/End.  

 

 
 

 
A summary will appear so students can easily see if they have answered all of the questions or want 

to review any of their answers.  

 

 
  
  

 

The students s hould become familiar with the tools on practice tests and may take the practice tests 

as often as desired.  

  

Step 6: Administer the Assessment  

 

After the students have viewed the tutorials and taken the practice tests, they are ready to take the 

format ive assessments.  

 

Keep in mind these things as you prepare for testing:  

  

1.  When students arrive at the test site (computer lab, etc.) they should  be given the login 

information from step 3. The teacher will need to provide the password and session ID for 

the test.   

2.  Provide scratch paper for students to use while taking formative assessments . 

 

 

To begin testing, click on the ACFA icon on the desktop.  
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Click on ñTake a Formative Test.ò  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Students will type in their username, password, and sessio n ID to begin their testing session.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

When students have completed the assessment, they may review their missed questions as well as 

take the confidence survey if you have selected these options in step 3.  

 

  

Note :  

There is no need to create accounts for 

students prior to testing . When you are ready 

to test, have students type t heir first and last 

name s for their username s or any other 

desired naming standard such as first initial, 

last name. Whatever usernames students 

use will appear on the reports  for the 
assessment .  
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Step 7: Reporting   

 

After  students ha ve  completed testing , you will want to view the results. Preliminary results that 

show correct/incorrect responses can be seen immediately after your students complete testing.  

Advanced detailed results will be available for viewing no later than the morni ng after the 

assessment was given.   

  

To View Results:  
Log in  to the CAL T estBuilder web site: http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html  

 

  

 

Click on ñMy Testsò ï then click on ñResultsò next to the assessment you administered to students. 

 

 

  

 
 

http://alaska.caltesting.org/aca_testbuilder.html
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Student  results are displayed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This indicates the 
number and percent 
correct obtained by 
the student.  

 

Click on the question 
number to view the 
question. 
 

A red letter indicates 
an incorrect 
response. The letter 
is the answer the 
student chose. 

You must check the box next 
to the studentôs name and 
then click ñreactivate 
selectedò to allow the 
student to take the test 
again. 

This indicates the number and 
percent of students who answered 
this item correctly, and indicates 
how difficult the item is for the 
group of students.  

 

A green number ñ1ò 
indicates a correct 
response.  
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Detailed reports are available in portable document format (PDF) or Comma -separated Values  

(CSV) format. Click on the desired for mat to open the various reports.  

 

 
  
Report 1: Student scores in alphabetical order.  

 

 
 

Report 2: Student scores from highest to lowest.  

 

 
 

 


























